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Enhancing capacity of universities to initiate and to participate in clusters development on innovation and sustainability principles (UniClaD)

Introductory workshops for local administration and stakeholders organized by the Central Ukrainian National Technical University and Institute of Steppe Agriculture (Kirovograd region, Ukraine)

On July 16, Kirovohrad Regional State Administration hosted presentation of the international project "Enhancing capacity of universities to initiate and participate in clusters development on innovation and sustainability principles" of the European Union ERASMUS+ programme. 22 project participants are universities, research institutions and enterprises of Lithuania, Poland, Austria, Spain, Hungary, Italy, Ukraine, Moldova, Azerbaijan and Central Ukrainian National Technical University.

According to Ihor Kuzmin, First Deputy Head of Kirovohrad Regional State Administration, clustering of the economy has long proved its effectiveness in the world. Therefore, creation of clusters in Kirovohrad region can be seen as the way to attract investment and help develop agricultural sector of the region, which is a very important sector for the regional economy.

Director of the Department of Agro-Industrial Development Maria Chorna spoke on the prospects of creating agricultural clusters in Kirovohrad region of various activities, such as: crop production, beekeeping, animal husbandry, vegetable oil production, agricultural processing and more.

As previously reported on CUNTU website, our university has become one of the participants in the international project "Enhancing capacity of universities to initiate and participate in clusters development on innovation and sustainability principles" (UniClaD) of the European Union ERASMUS+. The consortium includes universities, institutions and organizations of Lithuania, Poland, Austria, Spain, Hungary, Italy, Ukraine, Moldova and Azerbaijan. In particular, among the project participants from Ukraine: Central Ukrainian National Technical University; Institute of Steppe Agriculture of NAAS of Ukraine; Poltava State Agrarian Academy; Dobro-Kraft Farm; Lviv National Agrarian University; Yavoriv National Nature Park; Bila Tserkva National Agrarian University.

It is no coincidence that Central Ukrainian National Technical University was among project participants. First, according to Rector of CUNTU, Professor Mykhaylo Chernovol, the university already has experience of cooperation with European organizations: in 2010 the university was the first in Kirovohrad region to win a European grant under Tempus programme (just on the topic of sustainable agricultural development); secondly, CUNTU is one of the very few technical universities in Ukraine, where students are taught agricultural specialties "Agronomy" and "Agro-engineering".

“Our university has experience in cooperation with many scientific institutions, in particular with the Institute of Steppe Agriculture of NAAS. Together we plan how to move forward in the development of agro-industrial complex of the regional economy, - says Professor Mykhaylo Chernovol. - How do we see the role of the university in this project in the sphere of agriculture? First of all, our university can act as an expert center of the innovation cluster. If we set up regional innovation cluster, which will work on the basis of educational, scientific institutions, as well as industrial associations and administrations, I think it will help attract investment in the region for the development of clusters".
Ihor Semenyaka, Director of the Institute of Steppe Agriculture of the National Academy of Agrarian Sciences of Ukraine, is confident that their participation in the UniClaD project will help the Institute to find its way to EU markets. "I hope that due to this project, our scientists will have the opportunity to study the experience of foreign colleagues abroad," says Ihor Semenyaka. "This will be the first step in learning about our institute, our research and our products in European countries."

"Among the tasks of the UniClaD project set by organizers are the creation of an expert center on the basis of Central Ukrainian National Technical University, which should study foreign experience in clusters, the creation of information center and laboratory research center," said Vice-Rector for Research, Professor Oleksander Levchenko. - The task of the university is also to form staffing and improve the quality of training, synchronizing our actions with the needs of enterprises. The project envisages students completing Master's theses on the subject of this project, and conducting research and preparation of PhD dissertations by scientists in the field of this project. It is also expected that our scientists and students should study the experience of their colleagues abroad, and vice versa. The delegation from Italy is coming to our university.

The European Union emphasizes that clusters should not just be associations of several organizations. Clusters should be created to introduce innovative technologies to increase their competitiveness. One of the tasks of our partners, the Institute of Steppe Agriculture, is the introduction of modern technologies. Consolidation of efforts will help us to achieve goals of development of the region, development of the university, enterprises, and scientific institutions".

According to Professor Oleksandr Levchenko, practical experience of the regional state administration will significantly help in the creation of clusters, and even after implementation of the UniClaD project (2023), the Center for Scientific Support will remain working for the benefit of agricultural enterprises in the region.

Larysa Salo, Associate Professor of the Department of Geoponics at CUNTU, introduced the participants of the round table directly to the project "Enhancing capacity of universities to initiate and participate in clusters development on innovation and sustainability principles". In particular, as noted in the presentation, there are about 3,000 specialized clusters in European countries, which is about 54 million jobs. The principles of creating clusters in Austria, Lithuania, Hungary, Italy, Spain and Poland are considered as examples for studying the experience.
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"As a result of this project, our region will receive such benefits as: establishing contacts with leading European institutions, the opportunity to use foreign experience, future mutually beneficial contracts, as well as excellent advertising of our region in the international arena. This, of course, will expand the opportunities for participation of representatives of our region in other projects of the European Union, "said Associate Professor Larysa Salo.

In addition to representatives of Kirovohrad Regional State Administration, Central Ukrainian National Technical University and the Institute of Steppe Agriculture of the National Academy of Agrarian Sciences of Ukraine, civil servants and scientists took part in the round table on the presentation of the international project "Enhancing capacity of universities to initiate and participate in clusters development on innovation and sustainability principles". 
